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Working with 
JavaScript13

Looking for ways to add action and interest to your Web site?  
JavaScript can help you add interactivity to your HTML 

documents.  This chapter shows you how to use JavaScripts, 
through a few examples, to make your pages more interesting 

to Web site visitors..
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Understanding JavaScript             
(pg 198)

 You can use scripts such as those written 
in JavaScript, to add dynamic effects to 
your Web pages.

 Scripts can turn a static HTML page into 
an existing, interactive page that is sure 
to attract Web visitors.

 You can use JavaScript to display: 
 message boxes, 
 change images when a user rolls a mouse 

over an area of the page, 
 validate form information and much more



How Script Work
 Scripts are little programs you can write to add 

interactively to Web pages.
 Scripting instructions can activate when an event 

occurs, such as when a user clicks an object or 
moves the mouse pointer over an area of the page.

 Scripts can also activate automatically when the 
page is downloaded.

 Scripts are written in programming languages
such JavaScript
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JavaScript
 Most Web page scripts are written in the 

JavaScript language which is supported by a 
vast majority of newer browsers.

 JavaScript is widely used by Web developers to 
add action and interactively to Web pages.

 JavaScript is case-sensitive, and requires  careful 
placement of quotes, single quotes, double quotes, 
and other punctuations.
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Client-Side and Server-Side Scripts
 Because scripts require a program to read them, you 

have two options for reading Web page scripts:

Understanding JavaScript             
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Client-Side 
Script ran on
Web Browser

Scripts read by Web browser are called client-side 
scripts.  Most scripts you use to add action to your 
Web page are client-side scripts.

If your Web site uses forms to collect information 
from visitors, you commonly use server-site scripts. 
Server-side scripts work with the server to help 
databases and other application collection 
information from Web pages.  
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Scripting Tools
 You can create your own scripts using an HTML 

editor.
 Many editors, such as Adobe Dreamweaver and 

Adobe GoLive, offer built-in toolsets to help you 
create your own scripts without need to know a 
lot about the programming.

 You can also easily incorporate scripts that other 
users have written and add them to your own 
HTML documents.
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Finding Prewritten Scripts
 You can find numerous sites on the Internet that 

offer JavaScripts you can use on your own Web 
pages.

 Examples:
 www.w3schools.com
 www.java-scripts.net
 www.javascriptcity.com
 www.javascript.internet.com
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Scripting Tips
 Many users turn off the JavaScript function in their 

browsers for security reasons.
 You can use the <NOSCRIPT> and 

</NOSCRIPT> tags to include alternative text 
about the script (i.e. “Your browser does not 
support this script”)

 It is also a good policy to note your scripting 
language on your HTML document.

 You can use the <META> tag to identify the type 
of scripting language you use.  
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Understanding Script Events and 
Handlers (pg 201)

 When using JavaScripts to add interactivity to 
your pages, it helps to understand when and why 
a script executes.

 Some scripts run as soon as the page downloads, 
while others require an action on the part of the 
visitor

 As the Web site developer, you decide when and 
how a script executes.

 You can use events and event handlers to 
control your scripts.



Events
 Script events are any actions taken by a Web 

visitor, such as clicking on an area of the page.
 The browser can also cause an event, such as 

loading a page, to occur.
 For example, mouse events include action a user 

performs with a mouse, such as clicking, moving 
the mouse pointer over an object, or releasing the 
mouse button after clicking it.

 Keyboard events include key presses on a 
keyboard. 
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Event Handlers
 You can determine what happens after an action by 

specifying an event handler.
 Event handlers associate an object or Web page 

element with an event.
 For example, you can use the ONCLICK event 

handler to associate a Web page button with a 
mouse click.

 Event handlers are not added using the <SCRIPT> 
tags, but rather appear within HTML element tags. 
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 JavaScripts are a great way to add interactivity to 
your Web pages.

 You can use the <SCRIPT> and </SCRIPT> tags 
to add JavaScript to your HTML document.

 The browser reads anything between the two tags 
as a script. 

Add JavaScript to a Web Page            
(pg 202)



Add JavaScript to a Web Page
1. Type <SCRIPT LANGUAGE= “javascript”>

where you want to insert the script on the page.
2. Type the code for the script you want to add.
3. Type </SCRIPT> at the end of the script. 
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 Many developers prefer to save their scripts in a 
separate text file and link the file to the Web page.

 Storing your scripts in a separate file can free up 
your HTML document to focus just on Web page 
content.

 When saving a JavaScript file, use the .js file 
extension.

 When you publish your Web pages to a server, be 
sure to include the linked JavaScript file as part of 
your file upload. 

Create a JavaScript File
(pg 202)



Create a JavaScript File
1. Create a new document in your text editor.
2. Type your JavaScript code
3. Save the file using the .js file extension.

Create a JavaScript File
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Create a JavaScript File
4. In your Web page document, click where you want 

to insert the script and type <SCRIPT 
TYPE=“text/javascript”

5. Type a blank space and type SRC=“?” , replacing ? 
with the location and name of the JavaScript file.

6. Type </SCRIPT> .  Note: The JavaScriipt file is 
now linked to the Web page.  

Create a JavaScript File
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 You can use JavaScript to insert the current date 
and time on your Web page.

 This can help your page seem current and up-to-
date. 

Insert the Current Date and Time
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Insert the Current Date and Time
1. Click where you want to insert the date and time on 

the page and add a new line.
2. Type <SCRIPT TYPE=“text/javascript”>
3. Type document.write(DATE())
4. Type </SCRIPT>

You may prefer to keep your script on one line, or break it 
onto multiple lines to make it easier to read.  

Insert the Current Date and Time
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 You can use JavaScript to display an alert 
message box on your Web page.

 For example, you might use alert messages to 
provide special instructions about your site or 
to alert the user to any important information.

 After the user reads the message, he or she can 
close the box. 

Display an Alert Message Box
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Display an Alert Message Box
1. Type <SCRIPT TYPE=“text/javascript”>
2. Type alert(‘?’) , replacing the ? with the message 

text you want to appear in the box.
3. Type </SCRIPT> to end the JavaScript code.

Note:  The placement of your script on the page 
determines its order of appearance during the page 
download.
Place it at the top to load first, or at the bottom to 
load last.
When the user displays your page in a browser, the 
alert message box appears.  

Display an Alert Message Box
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 You can JavaScript to display a pop-up window on 
your Web page.

 Pop-up windows are a great way of alerting your 
Web site visitors to important news about your site, 
announcing an upcoming event.

 The message that appears in the window is actually 
another separate Web page create just for the pop-
up window.

Display a Pop-Up Window
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Display a Pop-Up Window
1. Within the <BODY> tag, type  

ONLOAD=“javascript:window.open(‘?’,
Replace ? with the location and name of the Web 
page you want to appear in the pop-up box.

2. Type ‘?’, replace ? with a name for the window.
3. Type ‘HEIGHT=?, WIDTH=?’)” , replacing the ? 

With a height and width size, measured in pixels, 
for the pop-up window.

When the user displays your page in a browser, the pop-
up window appears.  

Display a Pop-Up Window
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 Ordinarily, when the user moves his or her 
mouse pointer over a link on your page, the 
browser’s status bar displays the address of 
the link.

 You can customize the text that appears in 
the status bar for a link.

 For example, you might shorten a complex 
address to something simpler, or create your 
own text message to appear instead.

Customize the Status Bar Message 
for a Link
(pg 207)



Customize the Status Bar Message 
for a Link

1. Within the <A> tag for the link you want to 
change, type 
ONMOUSEOVER=“window.status=

2. Type ‘followed by the status bar message text, 
ending with ‘
Anything you type between the single quotes appears in 

the status bar

3. Type ;return true”

Customize the Status Bar Message 
for a Link
(pg 207)



Customize the Status Bar Message 
for a Link

Customize the Status Bar Message 
for a Link
(pg 207)

1 2

3


